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(M Das launches scheme to

provide milk to school kids
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LATEHAR: Jharkhand chiefminis-
ter Raghubar Das on Tuesday
launched ‘Gift Milk’ scheme, an
initiative under which children
studyingin governmentprimary
and middle schools would get
packaged fortified milk along
with mid-daymeal.

By giving 200 ml of flavoured
milk before mid-day meal to
school students, theschemeaims
ataddingnutritional valuetothe
food on offer for the kids.

Inthefirst phase, nearly 10,000
studentsfrom 28 schoolssituated
close fo the national and state
highway in Latehar district will
getchilled milk with differentfla-
vours on week days. The school
children ofother districts would
alsobecoveredunder thescheme
soon, officials said.

Launching the scheme in the
Maoist-infested Latehar district,
the chief minister symbolically
handed over milk packs to 20
school children.

Foundation for Nutrition, a
National Dairy Development
Board (NDDB) initiative, has
been entrusted with the task of
delivering milk, while the Rural
Electrification Corporation Lim-
ited (REC)is meetingthe cost on
thisambitious project from their
corporate social responsibility
(CSR)fund.

Asper theMoU, the NDDB will
ensuremilksupplytotheschools
indeepfreezersand the milk has
tobeconsumed within twohours
afterdelivery.

Launching the scheme, the
chief minister said, “Malnutri-
tion is a big threat for the all-
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« Chief minister Raghubar Das launching the "Gift Milk’ programme

for school children, in Latehar on Tuesday. HTPHOTO

ACTION PLAN

» 10,000 school children to be w Milk will have five flavours on
covered in first phase. different days.

» 28 government schools located  w National Dairy Development
close to highways in Latehar Board to ensure supplies in
selected. . freezervans,

» 200 miof packagedmilktobe * w RECtofund theinitiative from
provided before mid-day meal. CSR funds.

round development of state. Itis
not only affecting the health of
pregnant women, but children
too are suffering from nutrient
deficiency. ‘Gift Milk’ is part of
ourinitiative to provide healthy
food tothe people of our state.”
“Peopleshould cometogether

' toenddeaths caused by malnutri-

tion in the society. We have
decided to celebrate 2018 as
NirogiBaal Varsh (Healthy Chil-
dren Year),” headded.

Das further called upon the
people of Jharkhand to create a
demand for Medha, Jharkhand's
owndairy brand, tosupportlocal

milk producers. “Presently, we
are importing milk products
worthover Rs400croreannually
from other states. Thisshould be
stopped so as to promote local
dairies.”
ter Randhir Singh, development
commissioner Amit Khare, the
NDDB chairmanDilip Rath were
presentontheoccasion,
Mostofthe schools selected for
thefirst phase of Gift Milk project
weresituated nearthehighways
in Chandwa, Latehar, Manika
and Garu blocks of the district,
officials said.




