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Students to Get Daily Dose of Milk Nutrition under NDDB
Foundation for Nutrition’s ‘Gift Milk’ Programme in Tamil
Nadu

¢ Under the program, flavoured milk will be distributed daily to
government school children

e The program will gradually be expanded to more schools in the region.
: 5
Ooty, 12 January 2018: National Dairy Development Board (NDDB) through its
‘NDDB Foundation for Nutrition’ (NFN) today launched the ‘Gift Milk’ programme in
Panchayat Union Middle school, Odaikadu in Ooty. Under the program Human

Biological Center of Indian Immological Limited will be the donor and Ooty Milk
Unions will be supplier.

Speaking about the initiative, Dr. Anand Kumar, Board of Governor, NDDB
Foundation for Nutrition, said,

With its 2.5 trillion dollar growing economy and 130 crore population, India is being
recognized as an emerging global power. We have the youngest population in the
world and their capabilities and dynamism can be leveraged to step up the pace of
this growth for bringing prosperity to all Indians. However, before this can happen,
we need to ensure that every child is well nourished, educated and enabled to become
productive.

Today, malnutrition among the children is the major cause for morbidity and
mortality in our country. As per the National Health Survey, 2015-16, about 36% of
our children are undernourished. Malnutrition can be addressed through milk as it
is a wholesome food. Milk is a balanced source of macro and micro-nutrients. The
nutrient profile of milk is an excellent source of calcium and protein as well as a good
source of vitamins and other minerals. Regular consumption of milk by children
improves their health and cognitive - parameters as well reduces nutritional
deficiencies.

Keeping the objective of improving the nutritional indices of school children in mind,
NDDB during its Golden Jubilee year initiated a noble initiative called "NDDB
Foundation for Nutrition’ (NFN). Its mission is to provide glass of milk for every child
to address malnutrition among children studying in government schools. To begin
with (NFN) launched a “Giftmilk” programme to deliver 200 ml flavoured and fortified
milk beverage free of cost to school children (preferably in government / municipal
schools), with the help of donations. NFN strives to mobilise donations from various
institutions under Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) commitment to supply milk
to the school children through the network of dairy cooperatives.

NFN has been registered as a Society under the Societies Registration Act 1860 and
as a Trust under the Bombay Public Charitable Trust as applicable to the state of
Gujarat on 9 October 2015.1t has been granted approval for u/s 80G(5) of IT Act
1961 which provides 50% tax deduction for the individual donors. Apart donations
received by NFN will be exempted under CSR.



NFN launched “Giftmilk” programme on 26th February 2016 in Z P High School,

Lakshmapur, Telangana State with the support of Indian Immunological Limited,
Hyderabad under their CSR funds.

Currently, NFN is supplying ‘GIftmilk’ to about 31,000 students in 6 schools of Delhi,

11 schools of Gujarat, 39 schools of Jharkhand, 3 schools of Noida (UP), and 1 school
in Telangana under the Corporate Social Responsibility of subsidiaries of NDDB and
Rural Electrification Corporation Limited.

Apart, NFN also had in principal agreement with Bokaro Power Supply Corporation,
Bokaro and Oil & Natural Gas Corporation, Ahmedabad to launch the program in
their respective areas of operation soon.

So far NFN has distributed about 16 lakh units of milk among Government school
children. By 2020, NFN vision is to create 10 million Child Milk Days.

Today, NFN will be adding one more School of Ooty under its ‘Giftmilk’ programme.
HBC, IIL will be the donor for the programme and Aavin — Ooty milk union will be
the supplier. 200 m! flavoured milk will be distributed among the students on all
working days.

To meet its vision of reaching out to as many children as possible, NFN has geared
up to spread its operations in different states. NFN has started approaching Public
Sector Undertaking for funding the programme under their CSR activities.

We at NFN are poised to take this initiative further and would endeavour to forge
partnerships with the Milk Unions and State Governments. NFN believes that any
investment in addressing malnutrition through school milk programme would
benefit and transform the lives of children and help build a strong nation.

Similar news appeared in the following dailies:

Thinaboomi, 13 January 2018
- Vanakkam India, 13 January 2018
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